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Abstract

This research paper details a part of a case study exploring placemaking activities and the
outcomes of urban design issues in a waterfront area. The fine-grained urban fabric has
played an important role in waterfront regeneration schemes globally. Governments try to
encourage place-based regeneration activities such as design-led and culture-led strategies
addressing social and physical issues in several waterfront areas. Acting towards
environmental challenges to provide green spaces has increasingly become a favourable
approach since the 2010s. An ideas competition was held in 2020 to address this issue on
the waterfront of the Hali¢ area, which is a post-industrial site today. The seven semi-
structured interviews were conducted to explore the competing discourses on each project
created by the teams who attempted to deal with the unsolved urban fabric. In this regard,
this paper focuses on the examination of the placemaking activities in a situation where
there is no urban fabric, by referring to the help of control variables together with semi-
structured interviews with academic members of Istanbul Technical University and
investigates the existence of the urban fabric as a place shaping continuum in the Halic
area.

Keywords: content analysis, pattern-matching, sense of place, streetscape, urban fabric,
waterfront

1. Introduction

The Hali¢ area was deindustrialised through the enactment of the Halic master plan of 1985,
with its primary goal being the design of play areas, parks, and green spaces for recreational use,
as well as the repurposing of heritage buildings.

A review of the literature has revealed that among the three categories of regeneration issues,
place-based regeneration activities, which are culture-led and design-led, focus on social and
physical issues. In the 1980s and 1990s, local governments opted for culture-led regeneration
activities to encourage investment.

Culture-led regeneration is the “culture as a catalyst and engine of regeneration” (Evans, 2005).
Culture and regeneration together with cultural regeneration are classified as a part of this
approach. Culture and regeneration involve in small-scale schemes such as designing a museum or
organising a public art programme. The similar approaches were adopted by repurposing heritage
buildings to cultural facilities, such as the Kog¢ Museum, Feshane and Santral Istanbul in the Halig
area.

Cultural regeneration focuses on the cultural aspects that deal with the regeneration of a city.
For instance, the EU selects a European Capital of Culture every year and Istanbul was chosen in
2010 to celebrate its diverse culture. In the following years, regeneration activities continued with
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repurposing the heritage buildings and designing open-air exhibition spaces, parks, and pedestrian-
friendly zones in the Halig area.

Globally by the mid-1990s, the heritage buildings that made people have sense of place and a
connection to the past became the focal point for establishing high-quality public spaces without
compromising their culture, heritage, and identity in the form of entertainment. Design-led
regeneration activities that focused on placemaking issues began to be seen as a viable solution for
enhancing the vitality and viability of post-industrial areas adjacent to city centres. There is a
connection between the environment in which we socialise and the economic factors that fund it.

The recent phenomenon aimed at enhancing the attractiveness of areas by regenerating
degraded urban environments via creating green spaces or deploying climate-adaptive green
infrastructure were taken seriously by European cities during the 2000s and 2010s. However, the
spatial patterns of urban greening initiatives within each city can be considered in relation to the
city's local context. There are reasons to believe that some common spatial patterns do exist.
Anguelovski et al. (2022) stated that the processes occurring in places where new greening activities
took place were often close to but generally not within the historic downtown areas of the city. This
often indicates the redevelopment activities taking place in post-industrial or underused areas
located in nearby city centres.

For example, Today, the Halig area is viewed as an underutilised post-industrial waterfront area
adjacent to the historic city centre. It appears that viability and vitality have not been improved
solely through the regeneration activities that have focused on green spaces and parks since 1985.

The scholarly literature on post-industrial waterfront developments indicated that waterfront
areas were in a state of constant transition and many post-industrial sites that are located around
the waterfronts were involved cultural preservation, public outdoor activities, and parks. Critiques
of such developments expressed their concerns regarding green gentrification at the expense of
social equity and shared economic prosperity (Evans et al., 2022).

This paper aims to explore potential outcomes for making the waterfront more diverse, variable,
and vital. It also tries to find an answer as to whether regenerating this area through placemaking
schemes consisting of green spaces would be sufficient. In another aspect, it specifically examines
the issues concerning placemaking schemes in a situation where there is no urban fabric by
referring to the help of the control variables and the use of semi-structured interviews. Therefore,
this effort aims to investigate the role played by the existence of the urban fabric as a place-shaping
continuum in the Halic area.

2. Placemaking and Urban Design Issues

The term 'placemaking' has been defined as a reaction to the disappearance of community-
focused places since the early 20th century, or it can be regarded as a complex concept within a
specific process. This process involves the enhancement of physical spaces, along with the
community framework and key actors playing vital roles (Silberberg et al., 2013).

Placemaking can be traced back to the 1960s, as a response to modern planning and its
consequences, as well as other issues related to inhabitants, visitors, and employees in towns and
cities. During this period, urban thinkers created a new way to describe public spaces that could be
designed by communities, which became the focal point.

Lynch (1960) emphasised the importance of how individuals interacted with the urban fabric.
Jacobs (1961) highlighted the significance of lively neighbourhoods together with attractive and
welcoming public spaces. Lefebvre (1968) introduced the slogan ‘right to the city,' which challenged
societal relationships governed by top-down spatial management.

Whyte (1980) focused on social life in public places and other urban environments, exploring
the connection between social interaction and design, while Jacobs analysed street spaces and



M. A. Saygili, A. E. Glir / Observing patterns for the urban fabric as a place shaping continuum on the waterfront of the
Halig area, Istanbul

sidewalks. In the subsequent years, placemaking expanded its focus to include human-centred
examples of urban transformations (Batty, 2013).

After the establishment of the PPS, the 'placemaking movement' spread around the world in the
1990s. Shneekloth and Shibley (1993) conducted a comprehensive investigation into 'placemaking,’
using case studies from their research to illustrate the significance of integrating design activities
and community participation in organising public and private spaces.

Nowadays, the term encompasses from daylong events to the transformation of
neighbourhoods that may take several decades to achieve. Some governmental organisations are
deeply involved in placemaking, and the field of placemaking has expanded to include public
agencies, private sector entities, and non-profit foundations. Durmaz (2012) highlighted the
relationship between creative industries and placemaking emphasising the role of creative
industries as a catalyst for the transformation of urban areas in cities.

Industrial cities underwent redefinition in terms of their functional and economic aspects.
Therefore, urban design became a crucial tool in the renewal, regeneration, and rehabilitation of
historic districts, as well as the repurposing of heritage buildings. Urban design experienced
significant changes worldwide in the 1990s. However, as the recession of 2008 took place, affecting
every nation economically and socially, the results and impact of this approach began to be felt.

Urban design enhances the design and use of public spaces by providing various forms of public
space via using mixed use, streetscape, street life, and small blocks 'Urbanism' is the relationship
between public spaces. Urban culture is the outcome of the development of mankind, and urban
conservation deals with the continuity of urban life. It is essential to assess buildings of historical
significance and their locations within urban settings. To integrate what remains as heritage in
urban fabric, there should be interrelated efforts to connect the fields of urban archaeology, urban
conservation, and planning. Historic city centres comprise groups of buildings and road networks
constructed in different periods, which collectively define the urban fabric that is now a part of an
urban character and culture. According to Gehl (1989), the success of urban spaces is contingent
on street life and the activities that occur within these spaces.

The balance of open space to built form has been a planning issue. The arrangement,
appearance, and functions of our suburbs, towns, and cities have changed over the years and are
still changing with the application of new design ideas to create localities in which people live.

It is a well-known fact that inequality in access to green spaces creates some downsides among
neighbourhoods as people do need socialising. They do this by going to parks, open spaces, and
jogging. However, the post-pandemic period has shown the experts that while people working from
home or continuing shopping online, these attitudes will give rise to issues in terms of socialising in
the future; therefore, shops, cafes, and buildings with active frontages that contribute to enhancing
street life are still needed (Donahue, 2021). Designers should have the same concern for the
waterfront of the Halig area.

2.1. Fine-grained urban fabric

Urban grain is 'the degree of mixing of different physical elements in an urban area', sometimes
referred to as horizontal subdivision, as it pertains to the role patterns of plots within a block (Lynch,
1981). This term also plays a crucial role in varieties of mixed uses together with the economic
opportunities created by diversity.

It began to be used in planning together with urban design in the late 1990s and was defined as
'the pattern of the arrangement of street blocks, plots, and their buildings in a settlement' (DETR,
2000).

In any given area, there can be several categories of urban grain that contribute to the overall
urban character. Lynch (1981) further divided urban grain into fine and coarse, describing it as ‘the
grain of a mix is fine when like elements, or small clusters of them, are widely dispersed among
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unlike elements, and coarse when extensive areas of one thing are separated from extensive areas
of another thing’. Recently, it can be said that cities are coarse-grained, and they are considerably
rigid because the smallest units are considered as blocks of flats (Habraken, 2003). For instance,
according to a study in Detroit, a serious change from a fine-grained city to a coarse-grained urban
texture resulted in the city planners being unable to distinguish the potential of the historic fabric
that had some economic vitality (Locke, 2019).

It has always been considered to be the term that describes the traditional pattern of plots;
although, many contemporary urban fabrics include examples of small plots (Norton, 2016) and are
closely associated with the most enchanting streets and spaces (Loci, 2010). The complexity of fine
urban grain contributes to increased richness and variety (Campbell, 2012). When places have
smaller plots, they are worth more, and the economic condition within an area is resilient enough
to sustain the value of such smaller blocks. The block and its pattern continue to exist and reflect
the ideologies of the time of its construction by creating patterns based on coherency and
repetition. These forms of urban blocks are inclined to be comparatively stable over a period of
time. Meanwhile, functional uses change faster. Therefore, the most resilient component of urban
fabric is the block and its ground floor plan (Kropf, 1998).

2.2. The conceptual model and the theory of placemaking

Three categories of urban regeneration were found as a result of the literature search. First are
the regeneration activities based on governance structures that are state-led (Miller & McTavish,
2013; Smalley 2015), property-led (Turok, 1991; Evans, 1997; Anders, 2004; Raco & Tunney, 2010;
Tallon, 2013) and market-led regeneration (Tallon, 2009; Sagan & Grabkowska, 2012; Smith, 2014).
Second are place-based regeneration activities addressing social and physical issues that design-led
(Roberts & Sykes, 2000; Bell & Jayne, 2003; Garde, 2004) and culture-led (Evans, 2005; URBACT
Culture members 2006; Jones & Evans, 2008; Ennis & Douglass, 2011) are classified as this type of
regeneration activities. Last are the strategies that provide focus for an activity or event such as art-
led (Bridge, 2006; Ewbank, 2011; McCormack, 2013), event-led (Garcia,2005; Smith & Fox, 2007;
Evans, 2011; Smith, 2012), housing-led (ODPM 2004; Rosemary et al. 2005), attraction-led (Amion
2010), retail-led (Pacione, 2005; Lowe, 2005; Tallon, 2009), and tourism-led (Williams & Shaw, 1991;
Stead & Hoppenbrower, 2004) form this part of regeneration activities.

The literature review revealed that since 2008, some local municipalities have experienced
difficulties during the global financial crisis, that weakened the structure of property-led urban
regeneration strategies. This is how design-led schemes were established. These regeneration
schemes focus on placemaking activities and are also involved in making use of fine urban grain
issues (Garde, 2004; Holmes, 2016).

After completing the literature review, a conceptual model was developed. The interdependent
variable is urban grain, which relates to fine and coarse-grained urban fabric. The dependent
variables are the mixed use, street life, streetscape, and small blocks. The place dependence, place
attachment, and place identity are considered control variables. Moreover, the sense of place was
created by small urban blocks, mixed use, and streetscape, as this concept is strongly linked to the
placemaking process. This strengthens the relationships between the independent and dependent
variables and provides the contextual framework (Figure 1).
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Figure 1 The conceptual model based on the literature review

3. Case Study: The Halig Area
3.1. Methodology

In this case study concerning the Halig area, the exploratory sequential design was chosen from
the three core mixed methods designs. The three-phase exploratory sequential mixed method is a
design that begins by exploring the qualitative data. It later sets up a feature that needs to be
tested, then usually continues with a survey in the third phase to test the formulated hypothesis
and draw a conclusion (Creswell & Creswell, 2018).

A part of placemaking studies focuses on the examination of the urban grain by analysing
historical maps. The first phase of this case study involved the analysis of the historical maps
depicting the Halig area.

The second phase investigated some of the maps by using the character area assessment and
the historical-geographical approach to determine the feature to be tested, which was the urban
fabric on the waterfront.

Given the sequential nature of such designs, the third phase focuses on collecting quantitative
data to test a phenomenon. An alternative application of the third phase involves the use of
interviews to explore what is grounded in the data by identifying themes and then clarify the
findings before the testing. Therefore, it was designed to conduct semi-structured interviews to
obtain experts’ views as part of the research objectives. In this case, the data collection took place
at two points: one of which was the gathering of initial qualitative data during the interviews and
the other was the conducting of the questionnaire survey involving visitors and inhabitants in the
study area.

3.2. The Study Area

The 8 km long Hali¢ (Golden Horn) is the estuary of the Alibeykdy and Kagithane Rivers and
serves as a primary inlet to the Bosphorus Strait. At its widest point, the Hali¢ estuary is about 700
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m between the districts of Cibali in the south and Kasimpasa in the north. A coastal strip of about
150 meters encircles the Halig area, which is only a few meters above sea level.

There are four districts located on both banks of the Hali¢ area. The neighbourhoods of Fatih
(Emindni, Unkapani, Cibali, Fener, Balat, Ayvansaray), and the district of Eylip are located on the
south bank; the district of Kagithane together with the neighbourhoods of Beyoglu (Sitlice,
Haskoy, Kasimpasa, and Galata) are located on the north bank. The road by the sea that separates
the waterfront from these neighbourhoods in the Hali¢ area defines the study area.

At the outset of the deindustrialisation efforts, to improve vitality, one of the solutions seemed
to establish some parks; however, this was insufficient as the absence of mixed-use development
projects did not support the public’s use of this area more frequently.

In 2020, the architectural ideas competition entitled 'istanbul Senin Hali¢ Kiyilari Tasarim
Yarismasi' was held. The competition focused on the creation of multifunctional green spaces in the
Hali¢ area. The teams participating in this competition comprised a range of design disciplines,
including planners, landscape architects, and architects who worked in collaboration as required.
The competition site was divided into seven project sites, with six of them bordering the coastal
road, a constant that was also mentioned in the character area analysis (Figure 2).
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Figure 2 The neighborhoods, the study area (shown in red), and the competition sites of the architectural ideas
competition (shown in grey with numbers from 1 to 7)

3.3. The Results of the Case Study

The character areas reflect different historical and current land use issues and physical
characteristics of an area where a clear identity emerges instead of dealing with individual site-
specific projects. The character areas in this case study provided a basis for the examination of the
urban fabric issues relating to the Halig area.

3.3.1. Determining the Character Areas in the Hali¢ Area

In order to record the connections between the character areas on the waterfront, some maps
were short-listed from the historical maps studied. The six-character areas were chosen by
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examining these maps chronologically (Table 1). These are the waterfront areas of the district of
Eyip, the Historic Peninsula, the square of Emindn, Galata, and the shipyards together with the
neighbourhoods of Halicioglu, Siitliice and Haskoy.

As urban grain is the independent variable, the streets, urban blocks, building types, mixed use
and street life are dependent on the conditions of the urban fabric on the waterfront.

Table 1 Maps used for the Character Areas Study

TITLE OF MAP DATE AREAS COVERED

B. R. Davies 1840 the Historic Peninsula, Galata and Uskiidar

Moltke Map 1868 the city of Istanbul

C. Stoole M 1882 the Historic Peninsula,

- >tople Map Galata, Uskiidar and Kadikdy

Alman Mavileri 1914 the Historic Peninsula; Eylp, Beyoglu,
Begsiktas,
Kadikéy and Uskiidar

istanbul Sehri Rehberi 1934 detailing Istanbul and the Bosphorus

istanbul Sehir Rehberi 1971 A city guide of Istanbul

The Davies map of 1840 was the earliest record that provided sufficient information on the
condition of the waterfront. The characteristics that were observed include the location of the
coastal road along the sea in front of the city walls and some patches of urban fabric in other parts
of the Halig area.

The Stolpe map of 1882 was the second one where many industrial facilities were located on
the waterfront. Over the years, this area became more industrialised and developed into an
industrial district, with commercial activities taking place in a fine-grained urban fabric on the
waterfront.

The urban fabric was well-established as seen in the map series of 1914 Alman Mavileri, the city
guides of 1934 and 1971. The coastal road set off from the Square of Emindni ran towards Eylip,
circled around the Silahtaraga Power Station, and continued running parallel to the coastline
towards Galata, clearly separating the waterfront where the industrial activities were taking place.
This road still exists today.

The results of the character area analysis indicated that the situation in the Hali¢ area was based
on the cultural and historical conditions relating to the urban fabric on the waterfront as it was
mostly fine grained in the vicinity of the former jetties. Placemaking activities should be taken more
seriously in these areas to enhance the viability on the waterfront as well as the neighbours around
it. The following map studies demonstrate the relationship between the coastal road and the urban
fabric on the waterfront during different periods (Figure 3).
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The study area,
the period from the 1840s to the 1880s

Adjacent historic maps portray how the study area
has transformed over the last 150 years.

The costal road that sets out the Halig area has
developed during this time as it still separates the
waterfront from the remaining urban fabric today.

The cument location of the costal road is
shown in red

E e
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The study area from 1910 to the present

In the subsequent years, the coastal route roughly
foliowed the course of the road that encircles
the Halig area today.
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facilities established by the water from the rest of
the urban fabric in the Halig area.

Figure 3 Character areas study (maps depict the Halig area in chronological order)

3.3.2. Analysing the features of the urban fabric in the Hali¢ area

In terms of urban fabric, three periods were identified: the first one is after the 1870s, the
second one is between the years from the 1900s to the 1920s and the last one is the 1970s.

To analyse the maps for the earlier two periods, it was decided to adopt the historico-
geographical approach that was described by Cozen (1960) that stems from the progressive growth
of urban fabric and relates to the historical context by focusing from the present to the earlier
periods. Nevertheless, there is no established methodology for this approach (Slater, 2009).
Furthermore, the map analysis that reveals the conditions in the 1970s is presented as a dot
distribution map.
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3.3.3. The condition of the urban fabric

The study focused on the analysis of building types and the urban fabric (Levy 1999). Since this
area was an industrial district, there was a confirmable relationship between the levels of urban
grain and the degrees of land use in the three period maps. The patterns of finer urban grain
formations varied depending on their locations on the waterfront. Nevertheless, there was a strong
link between the intensity of finer urban grain and a considerable degree of mixed use in the study
area (Table 2).

Table 2 Map series used for the analysis of the urban fabric in the Halig area

SCALE DATE AREAS COVERED
TITLE OF MAP

maps covering the period from the 1900s to 1920s

Goad 1/600 1904 Pera and Galata, Kadikdy.

the Historic Peninsula; Eylip, Beyoglu,

Alman Mavileri 1/1000 1913-1914 Besiktas, Kadikdy and Uskiidar

Emindnu, Fatih, Beyazit, Beyoglu,

Pervititch 1/2000 1922 Besiktas, Kadikdy, and Uskiidar.

map covering the period of the 1970s

istanbul
1971
Sehir Rehberi 1971

The 1870s

As the maps of the 1870s do not reveal efficient information, the examination of urban plots
and urban grain was not fully analysed. Some small urban blocks were built on the waterfront where
the city walls were partially demolished. However, most military establishments and the restricted
zone where the shipyards were located can be clearly seen.

The period from the 1900s to the 1920s

The spatial analysis of the industrial facilities in the Hali¢ area was carried out by using three
map series due to data limitations. One of the two fire map series was prepared by Charles Edward
Goad in 1904. The second map series was completed in 1914, and locally known as ‘Alman Mavileri',
these 1/1000 and 1/500 scale maps were used as a general plan of Istanbul covering the historic
peninsula and Galata. The third set was the fire map series prepared for the years from the 1920s
to the 1940s by Jacques Pervititch. Finally, the three maps analysed separately were superimposed
to provide a piece of overall information about the spatial patterns and locations of the industrial
buildings in the Hali¢ area (Figure 4).

Evaluation of the period from the 1900s to the 1920s. The superimposed map revealed that a
mixture of fine and mixed-grained urban fabric was found adjacent to the city walls on the
waterfront that was separated by the detached streets. The land near these streets was used for
public spaces. The coastal road was intersected by the streets connecting the jetties through the
gates to the inner parts of the Historic Peninsula. Streetscape wise, this area, where mostly
warehouses were located, had an order unto itself, as the width of the warehouses resembled those
of the buildings in the fine-grained grid of the city centre. There were several large buildings located
on wide plots of land, mostly military warehouses in the inner parts of the Hali¢c area and the
shipyards. The two bridges connected the waterfront areas of Eylip and Galata, and the urban fabric
was expanded on either side of the waterfront.
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Figure 4 Map constructed to detail the urban fabric on the waterfront, the years from the 1900s to the 1920s

The Period of the Post-1970s

For the map of this period, the data were gathered from the documents published in the 1977
survey study in which the facilities were marked out per their manufacturing activities. Their
address numbers were used to indicate their locations. However, determining the locations of these
commercial and industrial establishments on the map presented some challenges. The cadastral
maps did not include any records for address numbers, and some of the street names also changed
over the years. Instead, the map published in the 1971 city guide of Istanbul was used as a base
map to hypothetically locate the industrial buildings. Each industry outlined in the survey was
assigned a colour, and each building was represented with a dot. This dot map serves as a record
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of the final stage of industrial and business activities in the Hali¢ area just before deindustrialisation
took place per the Hali¢ masterplan of 1985 (Figure 5).

Evaluation of the period of the post-1970s. The presence of a fine-grained urban fabric on the
waterfront can be comprehended as the dots are a type of unit visualisation representing the actual
locations of each facility and its relevant plot. Numerous small factories and warehouses that
occupied a large proportion of the land on the waterfront area by the city walls were connected to Page | 390
the inner areas through the gates. The total area taken up by roads was very limited. This issue can
be clearly seen in the studies of both maps constructed for the periods of the 1920s and the 1970s.
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Figure 5 Commercial and industrial establishments in the Halig area before the deindustrialisation

3.3.4. Identification of the Feature to be Tested in the Hali¢c Area

The waterfront area along the neighbourhoods of Unkapani, Cibali, Fener, Balat, Ayvansaray,
and Eylp consisted of the three-character areas on the north-facing waterfront. Presently, this area
is confronted with poor pedestrian facilities, as the newly established railway network does not
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provide easy access to the walking and cycling areas on the waterfront. The period maps that were
examined, illustrated that this area exhibited the characteristics of mixed-use and fine-grained
urban fabric. This area was also vital for the well-being of the adjacent residential areas, where the
characteristics of fine-grained urban fabric were most prominent. This situation described a pattern
that could also be seen in other parts of the Hali¢ area.

As aresult, the Hali¢ area needs to be revitalised, which can be achieved by establishing an urban
fabric and integrating it with a high-quality streetscape environment to encourage people to engage
in pedestrian-oriented activities. This can be achieved by understanding the cultural and heritage
nature of the urban fabric and combining this with successful regeneration projects.

3.3.5. Pattern-matching logic

Methodologically, pattern-matching logic was applied in the third phase of this case study. This
approach was first involved in exploring and then comparing the patterns evident in the primary
data collected in the Hali¢ area with the expected pattern predicted by the theory of placemaking
that embraces all the variables as shown in the conceptual model. In accordance with Yin (2014), if
the empirically found patterns match the predicted ones, the findings can contribute to and
strengthen the current situation in the study area.

3.3.6. Focusing on the semi-structured interviews in the third phase of the case study

The process of conducting semi-structured interviews marked the initial stage of the third phase
of this research. As a first step, the pilot survey was carried out to gather some information that
would aid in developing the interview questions as well as revising the contents, and the wording
of the questionnaire survey prior to its implementation later on.

Consequently, the semi-structured interviews were decided to be carried out with some experts
who were members of the design teams that participated in the ideas competition of 2020 and
were awarded prizes. At the outset, a purposive sampling technique was selected, and five persons
were interviewed from among the academic staff of Istanbul Technical University who participated
in this competition. Later, these five respondents recommended two more academicians who
participated in the same competition. Therefore, the semi-structured interviews were completed
with seven academicians (Table 3).

Table 3 List of interviews

Respondents Areas of Specialisation
Respondent 1 Landscape Architect
Respondent 2 Architect
Respondent 3 Landscape Architect
Respondent 4 Architect
Respondent 5 Landscape Architect
Respondent 6 Architect
Respondent 7 Planner

Each interview aimed to explore the viewpoints of the respondents, who worked on different
projects, and the interviews consisted of three categories each with five questions. The first
category focused on the respondents' personal opinions regarding the ideas competition and their
chosen project sites. The second category involved a discussion on the responses of the pilot survey
participants regarding the concepts of place. The last category was the discussion about the
numerical issues presented in the relevant literature relating to the theory of placemaking.

3.3.6.1. Analysis of the Data Collected from the Interviews

The interviews were transcribed and entered into Nvivo; then the auto code wizard was used to
generate the results. The most frequently occurring words were analysed, and the sub-themes that
were identified as a result of auto-coding were sorted. The number of times an issue was raised
(number of references) and the count of instances of the auto-coded themes within the interview
data were used as indicators of the importance of these themes. These auto-coded themes were
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then aggregated to form parent codes. Furthermore, the ongoing analysis of the interviews was
completed by manually coding the data to some of the initial variables that were previously derived
from the literature review (Figure 1 and Table 4).

Table 4 The coding structure including the first and second cycles of coding of data

AUTO CODED THEMES — THE HALIC AREA

place attachment 6 21
place dependence 1 1
place identity 5 11
project sites (the Halig area) 4 13
sense of place (*) 5 17
activities 5 17
urban fabric 6 80
mixed use 6 17
buildings 6 16
heritage buildings 5 8
low rise buildings 1 2
street life 1 1
streetscape - variety 3 3
public realm 6 55
areas 5 30
green areas 2 10
post-industrial regeneration site 1 1
public open spaces 5 14
urban plots 5 6
viability 2 3

(*) Carmona et al. (2003) stated the condition that conceptions of places vary. Montgomery (1998) specified that the three components
that compose a sense of place that are the physical setting, activities and meaning can have proportionally different components in one
place than those of another. When it comes to determining the conception of the sense of place in the Hali¢ area, it is possible to say
activities have the greatest score.

As a result of the inclusion of these codes, as Bazeley and Jackson (2013) indicated, the matrix
gueries were constructed to obtain more reliable outcomes.

3.3.6.2. Cross-tabulation of the Data

The main research questions helped to refine this single-case study, one of which focused on
the current state of the Hali¢ area. Therefore, it was decided to utilise the control variables to
examine the state of the Hali¢ area where there are only green spaces currently, whether there was
necessarily a need for the urban fabric.

Querying text is classified as one of the most common research methods (Bernard & Ryan, 1998).
In Nvivo, matrix coding queries, which are a type of contingency tables used to compare two
categorical variables, show patterns in the coded data with the coding interactions. It is widely
accepted that placemaking activities deal with the creation of sense of place as well as the
individuality of that place. Therefore, the sense of place and other concepts of place were compared
with the first cycle coding of data to explore what the experts were thinking concerning the current
situation in the Hali¢ area (Table 5).

Table 5 Matrix coding query results based on coding references (each row and column representing a different variable)

A : place attachment B : place dependence C: place identity D : sense of place
activities 0 1 0 18
urban fabric 0 0 3 16
heritage buildings 0 0 0 5
public realm 0 0 2 6
project sites 0 0 0 0
green areas 0 0 0 2
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3.3.6.3. Final Themes and the Identification of the Overlaps in the Auto-coded Themes

Matrix coding queries were conducted to explore the relationships between the concepts of
place and the auto-coded themes extracted via auto code wizard in NVivo. It was found that there
were significant overlapping areas in the texts relating to the interviews. The codes and sub-codes
were displayed as a matrix, and the relevant themes were linked together (Table 6). The final
themes answered the relevant research questions concerning the current state of the Hali¢ area
and the changes depicted in the heritage buildings in terms of sense of place.

Table 6 The list of the codes that were grouped together to create final themes

Themes Codes and Sub-codes Emergent Sub-codes
(recurring in the data) (existing and emergent codes)
place identity /urban fabric
The grain of urban fabric place identity / public realm public realm
place dependence / activities
Activities sense of place / activities activities
sense of place / urban fabric heritage buildings
Heritage buildings sense of place / heritage buildings low rise buildings
areas
The post-industrial site sense of place/ public realm green areas
sense of place / green areas post-industrial regeneration site
public realm

Theme one - The grain of urban fabric

The overlapping in place identity and urban fabric. In their design briefs, the teams stated that
they tried to deal with the unsolved urban fabric issue to develop the place identity. Overall, the
establishment of some promenades on the waterfront was thought to be the most sensible solution
(Respondent 4).

‘We recommended a promenade on the waterfront (...) These ideas can be seen in the proposals. The
solutions seemed so comprehensive as the jury made comments which were similar to that (...) To
deal with the unsolved urban fabric and try to establish the resilient urban fabric within the
sustainable development in urban areas to support the public to have a place identity’ (Respondent
4).

The teams aimed to develop the place identity; however, establishing some urban fabric on the
waterfront of the Halic area was not considered an option. However, as required, the teams had to
consider that this area needed to be turned into a green space and should provide easy access to
the waterfront (Respondent 4).

‘However, the thing you already mentioned above was the urban fabric of the Hali¢ area and
being able to establish an area where people have place identity’ (Respondent 4).

The overlapping in place identity and public realm. The respondents agreed that because of the
predefined project sites of the competition, the proposals had to have their own merits and should
be evaluated in terms of these areas’ characteristics (Respondent 5).

‘If the Hali¢ area is considered only as a waterfront area, this leads the participants to lose their

place, identity which also leads us to the concept of non-place (...) it is not fair to define it only
as a waterfront area and it would be a mistake to establish public spaces as parks and other
green spaces without having any purpose’ (Respondent 5).

The Hali¢ area does not seem to have a public realm that can support the public to spend some
time in this area. When considering this area as a whole, there is an enormous area of green spaces;
however, when considering the quality and the distribution, it is insufficient (Respondent 3).

‘It is a waterfront area that is mostly demolished and does not consist of any facilities for people
to socialise’ (Respondent 3).
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‘When considering this area as a whole, there is an enormous area of green spaces; however,
when considering the quality and the distribution, it can be clearly said that there are not
enough’ (Respondent 3).

Theme two — Activities

The overlapping in place dependence and activities. There are two viewpoints regarding the Halig
area, one of which is seeing the area as an ongoing regeneration activity to be designed as green
spaces in the end to establish place dependence that was an attachment based on function
(Respondent 2 and Respondent 4).

‘The daily activities may take more time than usual, such as cycling and jogging, therefore, the
time spent on the waterfront can depend on the activities to be focused on’ (Respondent 2).

‘... if we try to establish some daily recreational activities for that place then we can achieve the
place dependence’ (Respondent 4).

The other one is that this area needed to be designed as a place consisting of various daily
activities. Some stated that competitors should have focused on the quality of space rather than
quantity, as more efficient usage with fewer green areas could be achieved (Respondent 1). It can
be said that public spaces and green spaces are being defined by buildings and urban fabric
(Respondent 4).

‘What we need is quality of space rather than quantity as more efficient usage with less green
areas can be achieved’ (Respondent 1).

‘We were not so into designing some outdoor sitting areas whereas we wanted to design
something that was more suitable for the daily activities in the city’ (Respondent 4).

The overlapping in sense of place and activities. The respondents confirmed that establishing
various recreational activities can lead to place dependence that has functional relationships with
a specific place and has a relationship with place attachment that is partly connected to sense of
place (Respondent 5).

‘When we consider the heritage buildings together with some other historic buildings, such as
the fountains, they act as landmarks in the landscape and the area around them can be
designed to have some recreational activities that have an edge with the urban fabric in the
neighbourhoods’ (Respondent 5).

Theme three - Heritage buildings

The overlapping in sense of place and urban fabric. Place identity and sense of place can support
the surviving heritage buildings. Some respondents stated that although the waterfront of the Halig
area was designated for green spaces where the regeneration activities were still ongoing, the
establishment of some urban fabric could well be considered (Respondent 1).

‘(...) In other words, | can create a strip of land with a significant presence of vegetation to
include some culture-led activities together with small businesses, that is a point of view. There
should be some post-industrial heritage buildings that would create some area of interest within
the urban fabric’ (Respondent 1).

Nevertheless, the outcomes of repurposing surviving heritage buildings were referenced as one
of the best solutions (Respondent 2 and Respondent 5).

‘It would be a better idea to refurbish or repurpose the surviving heritage buildings in order to
achieve viability and vitality’ (Respondent 2).

‘We also thought about this and focused on the repurposed heritage buildings’ (Respondent 5).
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The overlapping in sense of place and heritage buildings. Following the relevant literature,
repurposing heritage buildings plays an essential role in creating the place identity in the urban
fabric, and strengthening it if there are any previously repurposed ones. Repurposing helps set up
quality public spaces that value community and enhance the city’s cultural heritage as well as
provide some sort of entertainment activities to give a unique competitive edge. Moreover, place
dependence and place identity are classified as two important notions that refer to how people are
attached to a particular place; therefore, these heritage buildings also help to establish a strong
sense of place via placemaking activities (Respondent 3).

‘Place identity can be felt better with the historical heritage buildings that offer much better visual
perspective in the Hali¢ area’ (Respondent 3).

Design-led regeneration activities mostly deal with the application of placemaking that is ‘sense
of place’. The respondents believed preserving the heritage buildings should offer viability and
vitality. This could only be achieved if these buildings are easily accessible (Respondent 3).

‘The heritage buildings that are preserved can offer vitality and viability; however, they should
provide some access to the public’ (Respondent 3).

Theme four - The post-industrial site

The overlapping in sense of place and public realm. 1t was understood that this area was a post-
industrial site and quality public spaces were needed to encourage the public to spend more time
in this area (Respondent 2).

‘... the Hali¢ area was considered as a district for manufacturing industries and commercial
activities in the past. however, today it consists of numerous industrial heritage buildings as well as
some green areas and networks of connections’ (Respondent 2).

As specified by the respondents, most design teams proposed certain recreational activities in
the green areas, which made it difficult to establish place dependence and could lead to a weak
sense of place. They agreed that it is the public realm that should give the Hali¢ area a strong sense
of place (Respondent 1).

The overlapping in sense of place and green areas. The findings revealed that when participating
in a design competition involving green space, the teams naturally aimed for achieving quality green
areas (Respondent 1).

3.3.6.4. The Second Cycle of Coding

The second cycle of coding was manually conducted to focus on the concepts that could be
coded to the variables of the theory of placemaking detailed in the conceptual model (Figure 1).

Firstly, the content as expected to be seen in the data that would have corresponded to the
aspects of place dependence and place attachment were coded at them directly. The coding
references and the number of files involved clearly indicated that place attachment was influential
in the study area which was also pointed out by some of the respondents as follows.

‘It takes a very long time to establish a place attachment with the Hali¢ area by the people who
just visit this area sometimes (...) The concept of place attachment should be considered by
focusing on the locals and people who live around here’ (Respondent 6).

‘(...) Therefore, the people who participated in this survey should have some form of place
attachment’ (Respondent 5).

Secondly, the relevant content was coded at the dependent variable streetscape, then with the
auto-coded themes that were public realm and those lower down in the hierarchy such as areas,
green areas, and public open spaces were established in a hierarchical order respectively.
Consequently, at this stage; in the second cycle of coding, it was clearly seen that public realm was
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one the emergent sub-codes due to the number of its coding references and respondents’ files
involved.

Finally, a hierarchy of codes was emerged as some content was coded to the dependent variable
mixed use to which all code references were aggregated this time. This code hierarchy was regarded
as the proof that indicated the importance of the urban fabric on the waterfront.

3.4. Reviewing the Themes and the Outcomes of Coding

The themes extracted from the interview data corresponded to the three components of sense
of place described by Montgomery (1998) as the results of peoples’ interaction with the physical
space, the activities in that place, and lastly the ability to give identity to the place.

The theme that is the grain of urban fabric is the main issue in the Halig area. Although all agreed
that the quality of space should be offered rather than quantified as the more efficient usage with
less green areas can be achieved, the respondents were still undecided whether to focus on the
main stream approach that placemaking affords, which is to establish a sense of place in a fine
grained urban fabric, or alternatively provide enough activities in green areas enhanced by
repurposed heritage buildings, accepting the fact that this area is a post-industrial site. Therefore,
informing the public about its sense of place would be a better solution.

The activities theme clearly establishes the fact that activities are needed to enhance the sense
of place, which in return strengthens the relationships between facilities, mixed use, streetscape,
and street life in places where permeability is enabled by short urban blocks in the urban fabric.
The current state of the Hali¢ area is seen as a place that has no facilities for people to socialise.
The urban fabric that consists of historical buildings is unsolvable; therefore, the respondents
focused on the repurposed ones. While some of the respondents put forward the need to identify
some activities that were suitable for daily routines, others agreed that activities together with
small businesses can sufficiently provide what was needed for the area. On the whole, as the
respondents were not given the option to offer creating some urban fabric on the waterfront, they
conformed instead to the different acceptability criteria per the ideas competition requirements.

The heritage buildings theme clearly describes a similar pattern as above in terms of sense of
place, according to the respondents. The Halig area consists of some former industrial buildings that
were repurposed. Moreover, this area does not have any facilities for people to socialise. Some
recreational activities that are suitable for daily routine, such as restaurants and cafes, should be
established here as well as designing walking paths that have connections with the inner areas to
the waterfront.

The post-industrial site theme describes the current situation in most of waterfront areas as
former industrial sites. The respondents mostly agreed on the fact that the ideas competition was
aimed to achieve quality green areas and public open spaces in the Hali¢ area, where, instead, it led
to a weak sense of place as a result of difficulties in even establishing place dependence. In
successful regeneration schemes, this issue has been overcome by respecting the grain of urban
fabric and focusing on fine urban grain.

4. Conclusion

This research paper details a part of a single-case study, that questioned the current state of the
Hali¢ area as a waterfront regeneration scheme and examines specific aspects of the urban fabric
with the help of the control variables.

It was aimed to use the results of the qualitative analyses of the semi-structured interviews. In
this regard, the interview data were inductively and deductively analysed, and the themes were
linked to the data. The coding intersections helped to identify the themes in the coded data,
especially the effect of the place-based concepts, in order to explore and identify how current
situations are influenced by the regeneration activities in the Hali¢ area.
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The competition teams tried to strengthen the place identity by dealing with the unsolved urban
fabric issue. When there is no urban fabric, there is less place identity, which also has a downside
effect on the physical setting, activities, heritage buildings, and the post-industrial site, which are
the overarching themes that create sense of place.

The pattern of the findings can be outlined as follows:

Based on the interview data, it can be clearly stated that the historical and cultural nature of the
urban fabric in the Hali¢ area needs to be understood. Consequently, the regeneration activities in
this area to make the waterfront more viable will be more effective, and the regeneration activities
will be more effective.

Therefore, the observed results reflecting the experts’ view matched the expected result as
predicted above.

The results of the semi-structured interviews can be aimed to design a questionary survey that
could obtain the opinions of the inhabitants and visitors in the Hali¢ area to test the theory of
placemaking and come up with recommendations for the application of placemaking activities on
the waterfront.

Note

This manuscript was produced from a doctoral dissertation, currently in progress. Graduate School,
Istanbul Technical University
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